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Looking forward to spring!
I don’t know about you – but I am a little fed up with the current bleak weather and am really looking forward to
the warmer (and drier) times to come!

Our summer socials start again on 24th April, but before then there is plenty to look forward to.
Winter Socials: Friday 6th March and 3rd April from 6:30pm Please do come along and celebrate the start of
spring, great food by Georges will be available.
Fish and Chip Quiz: Friday 20th March 7:30pm. Jo Baker shall be once again taking up the reins as our quiz master
– Tickets £10 (please contact Twinks on 01491 651548).
Easter Egg Hunt: 12th April. Our annual event shall start at 11.00 at the Pavilion.

We look forward to seeing many of you throughout the year.
The Committee is working hard on a number of other events during the year (more details to come in further
editions of MN) but include VE day celebrations, another Moulsfest in June with camping , an autumn vintage bus
tour of local pubs and a Halloween Party.
We would really welcome any villager who would like to come along and join the Events Committee. Please do
contact me on 01491 651793 for further information or simply pop along to our next meeting on 11 March at 19.30
in the Pavilion.

Parish Council Report
Starting off with some good news, we are very pleased to report that we have received two grants for key village
projects. Many thanks to all those who helped make these grants happen.
Firstly, we have been awarded £2,000 from County Councillor Mark Gray’s priority fund as a contribution towards
resurfacing works on Ferry Lane, to be matched with contributions from Parish funds and Oxford County Council.
As residents may be aware, the condition of Ferry Lane has been deteriorating, making it increasingly hazardous for
the combination of vehicles, cyclists and walkers trying to traverse the patchy surface and potholes. We are now
starting to liaise with OCC Highways to commission and plan the works.
Secondly, we have been awarded £1,000 from District Councillor Anne-Marie Simpson under the Councillor Grant
scheme towards development of the playground project. Combined with the donations raised during the
Christmas season (more thanks!), this enables us to commission a review of both the playground and the wider
recreation ground from experienced local landscape architects. We want to understand better the full potential of
this special space in the heart of our village, not just for children’s playground equipment, but for enhancing it for
everyone else, and also its flora and fauna. Fundraising will continue as proposals take shape, with the Events
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Committee taking a lead on this over the social season; many thanks to the team for their efforts. We look forward
to updating everyone as ideas develop and are floated out for feedback.
The first Parish Council meeting of 2020 in February highlighted two important areas of village concern. Residents
will be aware that Friends of the Elderly (FOTE) are currently working on proposals for a substantial development at
the Old Vicarage of apartments and associated amenities. A group representing FOTE came to the meeting to
present updates on the original proposals and both residents and the PC were able to pose questions about the
plans. A more comprehensive report will shortly be available on-line in the meeting’s minutes on the village
website. Given the levels of interest in the proposals we have requested that FOTE seek to hold another public
consultation with residents, but as I write, we have not had confirmation as to when this may be - so we would
urge you to keep an eye out for notices. As yet, a formal planning application has not been submitted, but when it
is, the Parish Council will be considering all aspects and implications of the proposals very carefully when forming
our response. Also vital in planning consultations are the comments of the wider public, and we strongly urge
villagers to take an active part in the process and make your views known. Full advice on commenting on
applications, including guidance on the all-important material considerations can be found by Googling ‘SODC
planning’ or more precisely, at: http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/findapplication/comment-planning-application. Villagers may also wish to contact the Moulsford Residents group (see
last month’s Moulsford News) who are keeping track of the proposals’ progress as well.
The other key matter was the increasingly challenging conditions being encountered along Halfpenny Lane, where
inappropriate vehicle speeds, increasing traffic levels, oversize vehicles, narrow highway sections and badly
potholed verges are just some of the factors combining to create hazardous situations - as evidenced by a number
of accidents and near misses. Residents of the lane have raised these issues with both the PC and OCC, and we are
now investigating with local councillors what can be done to improve the situation. In the meantime, please take
great care when using Halfpenny Lane.
Finally, with the recent weather causing fresh problems, if you do encounter pothole issues on Halfpenny Lane or
elsewhere around the area, please remember you can submit a report on fixmystreet.com; broken drains, flooding,
fly-tipping and more can all be logged for attention.

From the Vicar

Andrew Petit

My dear friends,
By the time this edition of Moulsford News reaches you, we have begun the season of Lent. For many centuries
Lent was traditionally a time of fasting, (or perhaps I should say increased fasting, as people often fasted from meat
on Fridays all year round). Not many fast these days or at least not quite in the traditional way. However, fasting
in various forms is now making quite a come-back. We have just had Dry January, where many have given up
alcohol for month, possibly following some over-indulgence during the festive season. Others have taken up
Vejanuary and adopted a Vegan diet during that month. And of course, many are adopting a Vegan diet as a longterm or even permanent life-style choice. This might be for health reasons, or to help preserve the planet, or on
ethical grounds rejecting not just the killing but the farming of animals.
Whether you agree with such an approach or not, it does show that for many, fasting is not seen as a negative
decision, but as a very positive one that will bring benefit and blessing either to the individual or to the wider
community through helping preserve the environment. Indeed, we are beginning to recognise that we need
urgently to cut down on many of our current appetites not only to bring benefit to our planet but for our very
survival. We desperately need to fast from fossil fuels, our addiction to plastic, and the excessive amounts of meat
and palm-oil we consume, if we want to ensure that our planet can continue to be a place which can maintain our
very existence.
Every year, the Archbishop of Canterbury recommends a book for Lent, and this year he is recommending Saying
Yes to life by Ruth Valerio, which explores what it means for us to be human beings, made in the image of God, who
are entrusted to look after this wonderful planet that has been given to us. Just as many see different kinds of
fasting as a very positive decision taken in order to be healthier, so Ruth Valerio, presents taking imaginative action
in changing our life-styles, as a wonderfully positive way of helping our planet to be healthier and the human race
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to be happier.

Whatever your beliefs, I would like to add my recommendation to that of the Archbishop of Canterbury, that you
read this book.
With warmest regards,

Andrew Petit, Vicar of Moulsford andrewpetit@virginmedia.com

Telephone: 01491 651216

Church Services, Moulsford - March 2020
1st March

1st Sunday of Lent

9.30am Parish Communion

Church

8th March

2nd Sunday of Lent

9.30am Annual Church Meeting service

Church

4.30pm Messy Church

Church

15th March

3rd Sunday of Lent

9.30am Parish Communion

Church

22nd March

Mothering Sunday

9.30am Morning Praise

Church

29th March

Passion Sunday

9.45am Joint Benefice Service at Cholsey
(with communion)

St Mary’s, Cholsey

5th April

Palm Sunday

9.30am Parish Communion

Church

During Wednesdays in Lent (i.e. from 26th February to 8th April inclusive)
we shall be holding a short informal service of Holy Communion in church,
at 8.30am followed by breakfast.

Monthly Coffee Shop

Gail Slinger

Stroll up the road and meet fellow villagers for a coffee, tea and a friendly chat.
Every month, Second Wednesday, there is a coffee morning in the pavilion from 10:30 - 12:00.
Unlimited coffee, tea, biscuits and cake all for £1.50.
If you are a mum or dad with young children, bring them along. Perhaps if you are new to the village and would
like to meet new friends? You may have lived in Moulsford for some time, so if you are free during the morning,
why not join us. It is suitable for everyone and your friends are welcome to come along too!
A group of regulars take it in turn to set up and 'put the kettle on' with real Coffee and a selection of Tea's too.
Putting the kettle on for the March Coffee Shop will be Peter, Marigold & Stephanie.
A big thank you to Pat & Veronica for putting the kettle on at the February Coffee Shop and the wonderful baked
treats. Veronica your Capuccino's were AMAZING.
We look forward to seeing you all in March.
Next Date: 11th March 2020
Future Date: 8th April 2020 - Ann & Paul
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What’s on in Moulsford and surrounding areas

THE COFFEE SHOP
WEDS 11th MAR
10.30AM-12NOON
If you fancy a couple of hours of chatting, relaxing and
drinking coffee or tea, do join us, £1.50 donation.
Please do come along, everyone from the village is
welcome. For more information call Gail Slinger on
01491 651931 or email gailslinger2601@gmail.com .

Moulsford Village Meeting Dates
Parish Council Meeting
Weds 18th March 7.30pm
Events Committee Meeting
Weds 11th March 7.30pm
Pavilion Management Committee Meeting
Weds 22nd April 7.45pm
All meetings are held at the Pavilion and everyone is
welcome to attend.

Your Local Choir
We are a friendly choir which rehearses
8:00pm every Monday at Cranford House
School. For details, ring Anthony Finn on
01491 835540, email
members@cranfordchoral.org.uk, or see our web site:
Spinning Club: Social Craft
Third Thursday in the month at the Pavilion, 6.00—
10.00pm, £2 per session. Come and join a group of local
craft people for an evening of relaxation. For
more information, call Linda Scurr on 652916.

FREE TESCO BUS SERVICE
The T3 service runs on Thursdays and departs from the
end of Underhill/main road bus stop at 9.20am. It then
picks up at the Recreation Ground bus stop at 9.22am
and after routing through the villages of East Hagbourne,
Blewbury, Cholsey and South Moreton arrives at Tesco
at 10.10am.
The return service departs Tesco at 12 noon returning to
Moulsford at approximately 12.45pm.

Toddler Group at Cranford
House Nursery

GORING GAP PHOTO CLUB Held on Tuesday mornings in term time between
MEETING DATES
10.00am-11.30am at the Nursery in Cholsey, the
Held at Goring Free Church at 8pm
Visitors and New Members most
welcome

3rd Mar

On my Wall

17th Mar

Talk: Double Bill

31st Mar

Competition: Set subjects

Toddler Group is completely free of charge and
open to all. Come along and join us for a fun filled
session in a beautiful setting.

Keep in touch!
If you’re planning local events, doing
something for charity, or simply have
something to say, Moulsford News wants to
hear from you.
You can reach the editor, Bernadette Sachse by
email:
moulsfordnews@moulsford-pc.org.uk
For advertising contact Emma Reynolds at:
reynolds743@btinternet.com

Deadline for April edition
Weds 25th March 2020
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The Beetle & Wedge
Boathouse
Moulsford-on-Thames

“Thank you”
HUGE

A
thank you to everyone in
Moulsford for all your support over the last 14
½ years.

My time at The Beetle has been an amazing
experience, faced a few challenges but
enormous fun during this time!!!
I am delighted to welcome Ben Smith as the
new owner. All staff will be transferring over
to the ‘new look’ Beetle & Wedge & I wish him &
them every success in the future when they
re-open mid-May.

Moulsford Pavilion Hire Rates
The Pavilion is the ideal place to hire for your event and
can accommodate a range of different activities. Standard
hire rates as follows:
Hire Fees

Mon-Fri:
Hourly fee
up to 6pm

Mon-Fri:
Hourly fee
after 6pm

Weekend
Hourly fee:
Anytime

Village
residents

£13

£15

£15

Nonresidents/
Commercial

£16

£20

£20

Discounted rates are available for regular weekday
evening bookings (Monday-Thursday). Special rates
apply to weddings. The full list of rates can be obtained
from the Bookings Secretary or can be seen on the
Pavilion notice board.
To book call Karen Gilmore, Pavilion Bookings
Secretary
07707 068151 or email

Gabriella & I look forward to seeing everyone at
the Friday night socials & many other village
events in the future.
My thanks & appreciation to you all,

Stephanie
AgeUK Film Club for the Over 50's
Next Showing: Thurs 19th March 2020
Free Admission. Tea/coffee and cake £3.50
Doors open 1.30pm Film starts 2.00pm
For more information please contact Veronica on 01491
652606

Moulsford News: March 2020

Page 5

CHAUCERS
picture framing
High quality framing at realistic prices.
Huge selection of frames & mounts.
Conservation materials &
speciality glass.
Restoration & cleaning.
Free quotes & guidance, no obligation

01491 652984
Web: chaucersframing.co.uk
Email: sallie@chaucersframing.co.uk
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DIDCOT CALOR & PAVING
CENTRE
RICH’S SIDINGS, LOWER BROADWAY,
DIDCOT, OX11 8AG
TEL: 01235 814186
Email: sales@didcotcalor.co.uk
OPEN MON – FRI 8.30am – 5pm, SAT 9am-4pm
BRADSTONE, NATURAL PAVING &
STONEMARKET STOCKISTS SPECIALISING IN
NATURAL SANDSTONE & LIMESTONE, GRANITE &
PORCELAIN PAVING SLABS
SAND - BALLAST - SHINGLE (bulk load available)
COBBLES - DECORATIVE CHIPPINGS
PRE PACKED COAL & SMOKELESS FUEL - LOGS &
KINDLING - ROCK SALT - SALT FOR DISHWASHERS
& WATER SOFTENERS
DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL GASES HELIUM FOR PARTY BALLOONS
GRANGE FENCE PANELS
FREE DELIVERY SERVICE!
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•

Tree

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stump grinding
Pollarding
Deadwood & ivy removal
Crown reductions
Hedge Management & planting
Reshaping & thinning
Fruit tree pruning
Tree Planting & supply
Onsite tree milling
Tree surveying & reports
Bird,bat & owl boxes supplied & installed
Mulch supplied for trees & borders
Kiln dried logs supplied £75 per bulk builders bag

Felling

Contact : 07885552014
Office: 01491 652146
Email:
PWGTreeSurgery@gmail.com
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Here to help you find and book the perfect holiday…

Arranging a holiday can be very frustrating and challenging. But with Full Circle Travel, it doesn't need to be.

•
•
•
•
•
•

We are a local, independent travel agent with mature, professional and well-travelled consultants.
You do not pay more for our service but get a lot more than booking direct.
You can book with your favourite tour operator but book locally.
We are ABTA and AITO members and ensure your money is safe in an uncertain world.
We listen, we care and are passionate about finding you the perfect holiday.
Search ‘Full Circle Travel’ at www.trustpilot.co.uk to read what our clients say about us.

A selection of operators you can book with us at no extra cost to booking directly: Club Med - Cox and Kings - Abercrombie and Kent Mark Warner - Audley Travel - Explore - The Adventure Travel Company Royal Caribbean - Carrier - Western & Oriental - If Only Beachcomber - Exodus - Kuoni - Viking River Cruises - Seabourn , Riveria Travel www.fullcircletravel.co.uk
Silversea - Regent Seven Seas - Classic Collection - Prestige Holidays—plus many more

Full Circle Travel, 59 St Marys Street, Wallingford, OX10 0EL

T: 01491 833227
E: holiday@fullcircletravel.com

C & G MOTORS
Unit 1 Westfield Farm, Westfield Road
CHOLSEY OX10 9LS
Tel: 01491 652971
Mobile: 07921 778943
ALL MAKES SERVICED & REPAIRED
Routine Servicing
Diagnostics
MOT pre-inspection & rectifications
MOTs—£40
Air Conditioning regasing
Tyres & Tracking
Exhausts
Welding
Breakdown Recovery
Free Local Collection & Delivery
VERY COMPETITIVE RATES
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TOM BOSHER
GARDEN SERVICES
Garden maintenance
Lawn Care
Grass and Hedge cutting
Pruning and Planting
Garden Clearance
07899912442
tomabosher@gmail.com
Reliable and Enthusiastic babysitter

available during school holidays.
Please contact Tom Beardmore-Gray
Mobile: 07709 227828
Home Tel: 01491 652469

Planning Applications & Decisions
Moulsford News and Planning deadlines invariably mean that the planning information above is out of date by the
time of reading. For a current view of planning, please visit the online planning portal
here: http://www.moulsford-pc.org.uk/community/moulsford-15214/planning-tracker/
P20/S0150/FUL&LB
Cranford House School,
Moulsford, OX10 9HT

Single storey extension to Early Years
MPC: Considering.
Foundation Stage. Demolition of 3
SODC: Considering.
existing workshops and stores and replace
with a single storey workshop. Enhanced
boundary treatments to Willow Court
Lane.

P19/S4368/FUL Beetle &
Corridor and cellar extensions (as
Wedge Boathouse, Ferry
amended by plans ref 1761 07 B and 1761
Lane, Moulsford, OX10 9JF 49 A altering the line of the proposed
extension).

MPC: No strong views but concerns
remain over vehicle access to car park
and neighbouring properties.
SODC: Considering.

P20/S0173/FUL Moulsford New pre-prep school. Amendment to
Preparatory School,
already approved plans, raising the
Moulsford, OX10 9HR.
ground level by 600mm.

MPC: No strong views.
SODC: Considering.
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Diary of Events—in Moulsford
Date

Time

Event

Venue

Fri 6th Mar

6.30pm

FRIDAY SOCIAL

Pavilion

More Info

Weds 11th Mar 10.30am COFFEE SHOP

Pavilion

For more information call Gail Slinger. 01491
651931 or gailslinger2601@gmail.com.

Weds 11th Mar 7.30pm

EVENTS
COMMITTEE
MEETING

Pavilion

Everyone welcome.

Weds 18th Mar 7.30pm

PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING

Pavilion

Everyone welcome.

Fri 20th Mar

7.30pm

QUIZ NIGHT

Pavilion

£10 per ticket to include Fish and Chip
Supper. BYO drink and nibbles. Contact
Twinks on 01491 651548 or
twinkskerr5@gmail.com to book your place.

Fri 3rd Apr

6.30pm

FRIDAY SOCIAL

Pavilion

Sun 12th Apr

11.00am EASTER EGG HUNT Pavilion

Weds 22nd Apr 7.45pm

PAVILION
MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE
MEETING

Pavilion

Fri 24th Apr

FRIDAY SOCIAL

Pavilion

6.30pm

Everyone welcome

Contact your council
Moulsford Parish Council
http://www.moulsford-pc.org.uk

Name
Joanne Baker
(Chair)
Andrew Bryan
(Vice Chair)
Sarah Elvy
Bernadette Sachse

Address
2 Willow Cottages, Willow
Court Lane
Beetle and Wedge House,
Ferry Lane
37 Underhill
14 Underhill

Phone

E-mail

01491 652793

jbaker@moulsford-pc.org.uk

01491 651912

abryan@moulsford-pc.org.uk

01491 651668
07812 601975

selvy@moulsford-pc.org.uk
bsachse@moulsford-pc.org.uk

Julie Twibell
Geoff Twibell
(Parish Clerk)

Greenhill Cottage
Greenhill Cottage

01491 651316
01491 651316

jtwibell@moulsford-pc.org.uk
parishclerk@moulsford-pc.org.uk

Anne-Marie
Simpson

Mallards, Moulsford,
01491 651298
Wallingford, Oxfordshire.
OX10 9HR
Corner Cottage, High Street, 07970 932054
South Moreton, Didcot.
OX11 9AD

South Oxfordshire District Councillors

Jane Murphy

Anne-Marie.Simpson@southoxon.gov.uk

jane.murphy@southoxon.gov.uk

Oxfordshire County Councillor
Mark Gray

5 Little Lane, Cholsey, OX10 01491 651333
9LX

limasheepdog@yahoo.com

