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Parish Council Report
The COVID-19 crisis continues to dominate our attention although the gradual relaxation of the lockdown rules and
the return of summer weather should allow some optimism. Clearly, we are still far from defeating this virus and
many people are still shielding and taking extra care to avoid exposure to it. Our community support network will
remain focussed on helping our fellow residents to avoid unnecessary risks and many thanks to all those who
continue to help others. Mental health is also an increasing area of concern as there are an increasing number of
reports of people who have not ventured out of their homes for several weeks experiencing high levels of anxiety
and a lack of confidence when facing a return to normal activities. We should still keep a supportive eye on each
other for a while yet.
Your Parish Council have been continuing to meet each month using the Zoom video conferencing application.
These meetings are open to members of the public and the computer links for meetings can be requested from
Geoff Twibell our Parish Clerk by emailing parishclerk@moulsford-pc.org.uk . The next meeting is at 7:30pm on
Wednesday 8th July 2020.
The opposition to the Friends of the Elderly planning application was impressive and demonstrated the depth of
concern in our community and a determination to maintain the character of the centre of our village. The efforts
made by the Moulsford Residents group resulted in a very large number of well-informed responses to the planning
application. SODC’s target decision date is 15th July and we await the outcome with interest!

And finally, the combination of lockdown and the sunny weather has led to a greater appreciation and usage of the
river. There are more canoes, kayaks, inflatables and motor cruisers than usual but the increase in the number of
stand-up paddleboards is particularly noticeable. The smart new boat moorings at the north end of the village are
in use and the Thames path continues to attract many walkers. Hopefully, like us they will be able to make use of
the Beetle and Wedge Boathouse Inn when it re-opens, hopefully sometime in July.
Please stay safe and have a good summer!

From the Vicar

Andrew Petit

My Dear Friends,
Since the beginning of lockdown there has been a huge surge in church attendance (online) and of interest in
prayer and the Bible. A recent poll shows that one quarter of UK adults have watched or listened to a religious
service during the corona virus pandemic and 44% of Brits are praying – including 5% saying that they’ve prayed for
the first time. One online Christian bookstore saw the sale of Bibles rise by 55% during April compared with the
average for that month in previous years. Millions have downloaded Bible reading apps and Google say that
searches for “prayer” and “Christianity” have sky-rocketed.
The pandemic has triggered a “historic spiritual moment”, says Dr Rowan Williams, the former archbishop of
Canterbury, who is unsurprised by the growth in Bible-reading. He notes that engagement with online church
services is also booming, and that it is a response to feelings of disorientation, fragility and fear caused by the crisis.
We should be unsurprised that so many should turn to God in a time of crisis or re-kindle a faith that had previously
gone cold. It is said that there are no atheists in an aeroplane which is about to crash!
We could be very cynical and say that people are just keeping their options open and taking out a kind of spiritual
insurance. However, I have no doubt that in a time when our whole way of life is radically changed, our future is
uncertain and we are brought face to face with the reality of death, which after all is the certain destiny of every
single person, many begin to ask deeper questions about life: What is the purpose of my life? Does God exist?
What happens when I or a loved one dies? Is there any truth in the Christian faith?
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These are all good questions that everyone should ask, whatever the circumstances, and if the present crisis
prompts us to ask them then that can only be a good thing. The danger is that, as lockdown eases, as the
immediate threat to life reduces, as opportunities for shopping and entertainment and just general busy-ness
increase, we stop asking those important questions and maybe forget about them altogether. That would be
tragic!
If you are someone who has started asking those deeper questions, please make sure you carry on pursuing them.
One thing lockdown has done is make it so much easier for people dip their toe into attending church, whether it is
our local Zoom services, or those more professionally produced by bigger churches of every style and flavour.
There is also a wealth of online resources from the Bible apps to websites and YouTube channels dealing with
questions of faith (I personally recommend the Unbelievable? videos on YouTube). You might even like to bend
the ear of your local vicar! Please send me an email or pick up the phone.
And if you haven’t started asking those big questions…. Maybe it’s time you did!
With warmest regards,

Andrew Petit, Vicar of Moulsford

andrewpetit@virginmedia.com

Tel: 01491 651216

Church Services to 2nd August 2020*
5th July

5th Sunday after
Pentecost

10.30am Family Feast

Please email andrewpetit@virginmedia.com
for link to this service

12th July

6th Sunday after
Pentecost

9.45am Parish Communion

Please email andrewpetit@virginmedia.com
for link to this service

19th July

26th July

7th Sunday after
Pentecost

8th Sunday after
Pentecost

8.00am Traditional communion
9.45am Morning Worship

9.45am Parish Communion

Please email andrewpetit@virginmedia.com
for link to this service

Please email andrewpetit@virginmedia.com
for link to this service

2nd
August

9th Sunday after
Pentecost

10.30am Family Feast

Please email andrewpetit@virginmedia.com
for link to this service

* For the time being we are continuing to hold our Sunday services as Zoom meetings. We would love you to give
one a try. We have been advised not to broadcast the Zoom link publicly, for safeguarding reasons, but if you
email, we shall happily send the link to you.
We hope to have a clearer idea in July as to when it may be possible to return to having services in Moulsford
Parish Church. We will let people in Moulsford know as soon as such a return is planned.
For this reason, we are not giving details of services in August at this present time.
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Monthly Coffee Shop

Gail Slinger

June was the first zoom Coffee Shop, what a lovely treat for all who were free to join us, it
felt like a private party and so lovely to see people we hadn't seen for some time.
The next Village Coffee is on 8th July 2020, Wimbledon theme, in our own kitchens. Let's have
strawberries and cream, a lovely cool refreshing fizzy drink (of your choice) and a great coffee to follow,
we could even dress for the occasion. Ivy Cottage kitchen will have a Wimbledon make-over to make up
for the missing tennis (my passion).
The August Village Coffee is on 12th
Keep Safe everyone until we can all meet again in the Pavilion (in 2020 I hope).
PLEASE EMAIL ME TO JOIN IN, AND I WILL SEND YOU THE ZOOM LINK
gailslinger2601@gmail.com

Life at Greenlands Farm

John Beacroft

Well life goes on, firstly I would like to thank you all for being much more considerate to the field margins. The wild
flowers are coming back and hopefully birds have found conditions better for nesting in. It is sad to say that there
are, the few, which disregard everything and get rather rude if challenged.
Some very welcome rain this week which will help everything tremendously. You may have noticed the stewardship
crops have been looking rather sad in spite of some agricultural TLC. Mother nature rules!
The twin Roe deer, whom now are about three years old have become one. I think the other was killed on the road
by the Starvall entrance. It may have bred, but I rather fear for it.
Life here has not changed much for us. We still have many tenants turning up although some are suffering now. I
hope it is not too long before some sort of normality returns. We have rarely ventured off the farm apart from the
grocery runs.
I must admit it would be nice to go to the Pub or out for a meal again.
Keep safe, enjoy your walks.

Update from the Moulsford Support Network

Bernadette Sachse

The volunteer support network setup to provide assistance to anyone in the village throughout the Covid-19
pandemic is still in full operation so please do get in contact with a volunteer coordinator should you need any
assistance, from shopping and prescription collections to just a friendly chat, perhaps now more needed as we
enter month four since lockdown was imposed. The contact details you need are on page 12.
The volunteer network have handled 126 requests to date which is amazing. It is humbling to live in a village where
neighbours are really there for each other when it is needed.
As I write, lockdown restrictions are easing more and more, but we will be here for as long as it is needed. I look
forward to the day we can meet up and share our experiences of the past few months.
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The Old Vicarage Planning Application - Moulsford responds
In May’s Moulsford News we provided a short update on the response to the Friends of the Elderly Old Vicarage
planning application. At the time of writing, 19th May, there were already 40 responses from Moulsford residents.
For a small village, this was already an outstanding response. What developed over the remaining days of May was
quite incredible. By the time the submission deadline arrived on 1st June Moulsford residents had submitted
almost 100 individual responses to this application. What an amazing effort! The scale and the quality of this
response will be an important consideration for SODC planning, this collective voice will be heard.
There have been other important developments in response to the application.
•

Moulsford Parish Council objected.

•

The drainage officer has objected.

•

The tree office has objected.

•

North Wessex Downs AONB has objected.

A landscape report commissioned by SODC gave a very balanced assessment of the impact of the development on
our community.
It is now for the Planning Officers at SODC to go through due process and formally assess the application. In the
meantime, Moulsford can be very proud. We might be a small village, but Moulsford has demonstrated, beyond
doubt, that it is to be taken seriously.

Planning Applications & Decisions
Moulsford News and Planning deadlines invariably mean that the planning information above is out of date by the
time of reading. For a current view of planning, please visit the online planning portal
here: http://www.moulsford-pc.org.uk/community/moulsford-15214/planning-tracker/
P20/S2035/HH Yew Tree
Cottage, 19 Underhill,
Moulsford OX10 9JH

Erection of a new oak frame porch.

MPC Considering.
SODC Considering.

P20/S1916/HH Stable
Close, Ferry Lane,
Moulsford, OX10 9JF

Proposed remodelling of Stable Close.

MPC Considering.
SODC Considering.

P20/S1220/FUL, Friends of Extra care development of 34 apartments (C2),
The Elderly, Old Vicarage, associated communal facilities, provision of
Moulsford, OX10 9JB.
vehicular and cycle parking and associated
landscape works.

MPC Object.
SODC Considering.

P20/S1135/HH, 3 Willow
Court Lane, Moulsford,
OX10 9HZ

Upgrade of existing external walls & single
storey extension.

Withdrawn.

P19/S2768/FUL
Greenlands Farm, Cow
Lane.

Glamping Site (amended by new drawings,
ecological report & access appraisal).

MPC No Strong Views.
SODC Approved.
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Underhill/North Road Sewage System
Blocked pipes have again been reported in recent weeks so here is a reminder and plea to all residents who use the
system NOT to discard any of the following items into the drains, bag them as appropriate for waste collection
instead:

SODC reminds residents to recycle responsibly
Thousands of residents in southern Oxfordshire have found their recycling bins unemptied each week because they
have put the wrong things in them.
Putting non-recyclable items in recycling can contaminate a whole truckload, which is then rejected at the recycling
facility. This turns neighbours’ recycling into rubbish and ultimately wastes energy and raw materials by removing
these items from the recycling process.
Bin crews in South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse districts have stepped up monitoring of recycling bins in
recent months as the lockdown has meant an increase in household waste, which has meant an increased risk of
people putting the wrong items in recycling bins.
To remind residents about what can (and can’t) be recycled, South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse district
councils have devised a new recycling quiz available here
https://survey.southandvale.gov.uk/s/TheGreenRecyclingBinQuiz/
During one week of recycling collections in the past month there were 3,801 reports of wrong items found in
recycling bins in South Oxfordshire
Bins found with incorrect items for recycling were left unemptied.
The vast majority were rejected because residents had put black or coloured bin bags into recycling bins. Crews
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cannot see what is in them and so won’t empty the bin. The next biggest category of rejections was because food
was found in the green bin. Food contaminates recycling making it unrecyclable. Food can be collected in food bins
and taken to a separate facility where it is transformed into electricity and fertiliser.
Textiles, like old T-shirts and odd socks are another reason for crews to leave recycling bins unemptied. Although
both councils collect textiles for recycling at a different facility, they must be left in a tied carrier bag next to the
green bin. Other non-recyclable items which are regularly found by bin crews in recycling bins are polystyrene,
plastic toys, garden waste, electrical items, wood and nappies.
These items cannot be sorted at the recycling centres and shouldn’t be put in the recycling as they can contaminate
a whole truckload of recycling.
Councillor David Rouane, South Oxfordshire District Council cabinet member for housing and the environment,
said: “The waste contractor needs to know that the recycling is of a standard that is accepted by the materials
recovery facility. With reduced staffing levels at the site, to maintain social distancing, and the increase in quantity
of material being sent there, it is important that it receives good quality recycling.”
Recycling should be in the green bin loose or in clear bags so the crews can easily identify that the contents are
recyclable.
If they see non-recyclables, crews will leave the bins unemptied, record the reasons and leave a tag on the bin
explaining to residents.
For more information about what can and cannot be recycled please see our website:
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/recycling-rubbish-and-waste/recycling/what-can-i-recycle

Citizens Advice can help you through financial difficulties
If you are facing financial problems in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic, Citizens Advice
can help find a way forward.
Citizens Advice research has revealed that currently over 13 million people are unable to pay,
or expect to be unable to pay, at least one of their household bills. These bills are higher than
usual in any case because the population is spending more time at home during the
lockdown. For 11 million of these people, a missed bill could have drastic consequences:
eviction, the bailiffs, or disconnection.
It is vital that you do not give way to despair, feel isolated with your problems and consider that you have to solve
them all by yourself. For instance, Citizens Advice can help maximise your income with a benefit check if your
working hours have dropped or if you are made redundant. We can help you decide on the best way to manage
your debts in your individual situation. Get in touch with us by telephone on Adviceline (0300 330 9042). There is
also a lot of useful information on our website https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk where you can also chat online.

Moulsford Bus Service - Going Forward Buses
Going Forward Buses hope to resume a limited bus service through the village on a Monday commencing 6th July,
2020 subject to approval by the regulatory authorities. It is anticipated that the 133 bus service will leave
Moulsford (Beetle and Wedge turn) at 09.20 for Wallingford via the Old Vicarage arriving in Wallingford at
9.35. The return journey will leave Wallingford at 11:05 arriving at the Beetle and Wedge turn at 11.15. These
timings are provisional at the time of writing. Please check with Breyan Knowles (651401) or see bus stop
timetables for up-to-date information.
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Keep in touch!
If you’re planning local events, doing
something for charity, or simply have
something to say, Moulsford News wants to
hear from you.
You can reach the editor, Bernadette Sachse by
email:
moulsfordnews@moulsford-pc.org.uk
For advertising contact Emma Reynolds at:
reynolds743@btinternet.com

Deadline for September edition
Weds 26th August 2020

Moulsford Parish Council Meeting

Reliable and Enthusiastic babysitter

Weds 8th July

available during school holidays.

7.30pm via Zoom video call
Please contact parishclerk@moulsford-pc.org.uk for
joining details should you wish to attend.

Please contact Tom Beardmore-Gray
Mobile: 07709 227828
Home Tel: 01491 652469

TOM BOSHER
GARDEN SERVICES
Garden maintenance
Lawn Care
Grass and Hedge cutting
Pruning and Planting
Garden Clearance
07899912442
tomabosher@gmail.com
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CHAUCERS
picture framing
High quality framing at realistic prices.
Huge selection of frames & mounts.
Conservation materials &
speciality glass.
Restoration & cleaning.
Free quotes & guidance, no obligation

01491 652984
Web: chaucersframing.co.uk
Email: sallie@chaucersframing.co.uk
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DIDCOT CALOR & PAVING
CENTRE
RICH’S SIDINGS, LOWER BROADWAY,
DIDCOT, OX11 8AG
TEL: 01235 814186
Email: sales@didcotcalor.co.uk
OPEN MON – FRI 8.30am – 5pm, SAT 9am-4pm
BRADSTONE, NATURAL PAVING &
STONEMARKET STOCKISTS SPECIALISING IN
NATURAL SANDSTONE & LIMESTONE, GRANITE &
PORCELAIN PAVING SLABS
SAND - BALLAST - SHINGLE (bulk load available)
COBBLES - DECORATIVE CHIPPINGS
PRE PACKED COAL & SMOKELESS FUEL - LOGS &
KINDLING - ROCK SALT - SALT FOR DISHWASHERS
& WATER SOFTENERS
DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL GASES HELIUM FOR PARTY BALLOONS
GRANGE FENCE PANELS
FREE DELIVERY SERVICE!
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tree Felling
Stump grinding
Pollarding
Deadwood & ivy removal
Crown reductions
Hedge Management & planting
Reshaping & thinning
Fruit tree pruning
Tree Planting & supply
Onsite tree milling
Tree surveying & reports
Bird,bat & owl boxes supplied & installed
Mulch supplied for trees & borders
Kiln dried logs supplied £75 per bulk builders bag

Contact : 07885552014
Office: 01491 652146

Email: PWGTreeSurgery@gmail.com
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Here to help you find and book the perfect holiday…

Arranging a holiday can be very frustrating and challenging. But with Full Circle Travel, it doesn't need to be.

•
•
•
•
•
•

We are a local, independent travel agent with mature, professional and well-travelled consultants.
You do not pay more for our service but get a lot more than booking direct.
You can book with your favourite tour operator but book locally.
We are ABTA and AITO members and ensure your money is safe in an uncertain world.
We listen, we care and are passionate about finding you the perfect holiday.
Search ‘Full Circle Travel’ at www.trustpilot.co.uk to read what our clients say about us.

A selection of operators you can book with us at no extra cost to booking directly: Club Med - Cox and Kings - Abercrombie and Kent Mark Warner - Audley Travel - Explore - The Adventure Travel Company Royal Caribbean - Carrier - Western & Oriental - If Only Beachcomber - Exodus - Kuoni - Viking River Cruises - Seabourn , Riveria Travel www.fullcircletravel.co.uk
Silversea - Regent Seven Seas - Classic Collection - Prestige Holidays—plus many more

Full Circle Travel, 59 St Marys Street, Wallingford, OX10 0EL

T: 01491 833227
E: holiday@fullcircletravel.com

C & G MOTORS
Unit 1 Westfield Farm, Westfield Road
CHOLSEY OX10 9LS
Tel: 01491 652971
Mobile: 07921 778943
ALL MAKES SERVICED & REPAIRED
Routine Servicing
Diagnostics
MOT pre-inspection & rectifications
MOTs—£40
Air Conditioning regasing
Tyres & Tracking
Exhausts
Welding
Breakdown Recovery
Free Local Collection & Delivery
VERY COMPETITIVE RATES
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Area
Cow Lane; Greenlands;
Sowberry; Ferry Lane
Underhill (Hillside to No.32)
Underhill (33-45)
North Road
Meadow Close
The Street
(Underhill to Clock House)
The Street
(Clock House to Old Vic)
Glebe Close
The Old Vicarage
Willow Court Lane
Offlands
Cranford Cottages
The Street
(Prep school to Cranford
entrance)
The Street
(Cranford entrance to Old
Vic)

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR CONTACT DETAILS
Contact
Tel No
Email
Linda & Daryl Dixon

07919 380620

ldixon274@gmail.com

Jon Haywood

07979 806235

jhaywood1975@hotmail.co.uk

Liz Bennett

07710 901137

windsorliz@hotmail.com

Gemma Hooper

07802 881719

gemhoop@hotmail.com

Melanie Mousley Jones

01491 652743
07747 444767
07732 018073
07745 800867
07813 092239

Paul Sharkey
Karen Meynink

07807 878559
07492 903585

pmsharkey1@gmail.com
karen.meynink@outlook.com

Claire Wilson

07976 242956

toogood@crownofficechambers.com

Rachel Cairns
Janet & Breyan Knowles

Halfpenny Lane

Catrin Burr

Well Barn Estate

Bernadette Sachse

Contact via
Bernadette
07812 601975
07812 601975

wyfordcottage@gmail.com
breyan@knowles01.com
melanie@mjcinternational.net

catrinburr@hotmail.com
community@moulsford-pc.org.uk

Moulsford Parish Council
http://www.moulsford-pc.org.uk

Name
Andrew Bryan
(Chair)
Sarah Elvy
(Vice Chair)
Joanne Baker

Phone
Address
Beetle and Wedge House, Ferry 01491 651912
Lane
37 Underhill
01491 651668

2 Willow Cottages, Willow Court
Lane
Ben Partridge
22 Underhill
Bernadette Sachse 14 Underhill
Geoff Twibell
Greenhill Cottage
(Parish Clerk)

E-mail

abryan@moulsford-pc.org.uk
selvy@moulsford-pc.org.uk

01491 652793

jbaker@moulsford-pc.org.uk

07828 902947
07812 601975
01491 651316

bpartridge@moulsford-pc.org.uk
bsachse@moulsford-pc.org.uk
parishclerk@moulsford-pc.org.uk

South Oxfordshire District Councillors
Anne-Marie
Simpson
Jane Murphy

Mallards, Moulsford,
01491 651298
Wallingford, Oxfordshire. OX10
9HR
Corner Cottage, High Street,
07970 932054
South Moreton, Didcot. OX11
9AD

Anne-Marie.Simpson@southoxon.gov.uk

jane.murphy@southoxon.gov.uk

Oxfordshire County Councillor
Mark Gray

5 Little Lane, Cholsey, OX10 9LX 01491 651333
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