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Parish Council Report
Covid-19

The low incidence of Covid-19 infections in South Oxfordshire during the summer months was welcome but this
may not last. Cases are rising across the UK and it is likely that restrictions will be implemented in our area at some
time this winter. The Moulsford support network worked very well for our shielding residents earlier this year and
once again stands ready to help out. We are not proposing any specific actions at this time but are planning in case
we need to. If you feel that you would like some additional support, or alternatively can offer support to others,
please contact Bernadette Sachse in the first instance as she co-ordinates the network.
Housing in Oxfordshire
Some of you may be following the discussions on Government changes to national planning processes, the
progress of the Oxfordshire Plan 2050 and associated development of SODC’s local plan. There is clearly
Government pressure to increase the housing stock and Oxfordshire is not except from that. Importantly for
Moulsford, it seems that the protection afforded by being within the North Wessex Downs AONB will not be
weakened and may be strengthened. We will continue to monitor changes and our thanks to our local SODC
Councillor and Moulsford resident, Anne-Marie Simpson for keeping us informed.
Recreation ground project
Recent planning applications have highlighted how
important the recreation ground is as both the literal
and social heart of our village. We are pleased to
report that, despite Covid-19 constraints, the project to
review how to make best use of this asset is making
progress. We are currently in the feasibility stage and
are looking at various options to enhance the
utilisation of this open space and meet the needs of
the different parts of our community. Although it is
early in the process, we intend to conduct further
consultations as we identify options, ideas and costs.
This project started with the need to mend or replace
some of the existing playground equipment. This is still
going ahead but now within the context of an overall
strategy for the recreation ground as a whole. Watch
this space ….!
New Rural Gigabit Voucher Scheme
The importance of high-speed internet access has become a priority issue with so many people working from home
and the increased demand for binge watching Netflix/Apple TV/Sky/Amazon Prime/Britbox. A Gigabit Broadband
voucher scheme has been launched by the Government and for our area it is being administered by Oxfordshire
County Council. The scheme provides funding of up to £7,000 to upgrade rural properties and businesses with
superfast fibre optic cable. Domestic applications cannot be from individual households, so groups of neighbours
need to team up before applying. This is not something we can do on behalf of the village as it is aimed at specific
domestic or business needs. We have established that Moulsford is an eligible location and if you are interested
please look at the details online at gigabitvoucher.culture.gov.uk. The vouchers are expected to be snapped up
quickly so please act without delay and share information with neighbours (and the PC!) if you find out any helpful
information.
Moulsford News: November 2020

Page 1

Sad news
We are sad to report the death on Tuesday 20th October of Miles Powell who had served the village community for
some 16 years, as both a member and more latterly chairman of Moulsford Parish Council.
His legacy includes the village pavilion for which he tirelessly ran a fund-raising campaign around Friday socials,
coordinated the many grants which contributed a large portion of the funding and drove the project through
planning and construction phases to completion.
More recently he ran the project to update the building’s driveway, including safety lighting, to make access easier
for those less able who wished to attend social events.

Behind the scenes his contribution was greater. He successfully worked with both district and county councils to
arrange support for the village – most tellingly during the flooding when Moulsford received a disproportionately
high share of resources and equipment.
Those who worked with him on the parish council will remember his selfless contribution of time freely given while
continuing a demanding career and undertaking various professional training courses.
He managed to combine his career with family life, while rarely missing a parish council meeting. He was able to
successfully knit together the various skills and abilities of his council colleagues in serving the needs of the village.
Most importantly he remained humble throughout while never losing his sense of humour.
He will be sorely missed by all who knew him.

From the Vicar

Andrew Petit

My dear friends,
Remember, remember… November is the season of remembering. The festivals of All Saints and All Souls on the 1st
and 2nd of November encourage us remember those loved ones who are no longer with us, and give thanks for the
love that they showed us and the influence for good that they had on our lives.*
Then on 5th November we remember how Parliament was delivered from an early act of terrorism and mass killing
by the notorious Guy Fawkes. It is also perhaps a reminder to us that despite the frustrations that many have with
the government and politicians, we should be enormously grateful that we continue to live in a relatively safe,
peaceful and democratic society.
Then on 8th November we have Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day on the 11th, when we remember with
gratitude not only all those who have given their lives that we might enjoy freedom and peace, but also just how
precious it is to be able to enjoy such peace and commit ourselves to doing all that it takes to preserve it.
So remembering and thanksgiving often go together. They are also an essential part of Christian worship. The Holy
Communion service which is at the heart of Christian worship is all about remembering what Jesus Christ has done
for us, namely dying in our place on the cross so that we might enjoy God’s complete forgiveness and a new life.
The broken bread and poured out wine were established by Jesus as a means to help us both to remember and to
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receive the blessing of all that he did out of his love for us. Sometimes Holy Communion is referred to as the
Eucharist, which is a Greek word meaning thanksgiving.
So in all these instances, remembering is not about nostalgia, which is a kind of wistful longing for how things used
to be, but remembering the past in order to be reminded of present blessings that flow from that past. This kind of
remembering adjusts our perspective and enables us to see the present more clearly.
So as the nights draw in, and maybe you find yourself looking back to times gone by, focus on the things that you
can be thankful for – and think how they can continue to bless you today: maybe it’s re-connecting with that friend
with whom you had a great holiday; or putting into practice what you learnt from a loved one no longer alive; or
perhaps taking steps to re-connect with that faith which was once an important part of your life.

With warmest regards, from your vicar,

Tel: 01491 651216 andrewpetit@virginmedia.com
* We shall be having a special service at 4.30pm on Sunday 1st, when we shall light candles and remember by
name loved ones who have died locally in the last few years. This can be attended by Zoom. For details please
email me at the above address.

Church Services November 2020
THE CHURCH HAS NOW RE-OPENED FOR SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
1st November

All Saints Day

9.30am Parish Communion
4.30pm Service of Hope & Thanksgiving

Church
Zoom *

8th November

Remembrance
Sunday

9.30am Remembrance Service with Communion
(Faith explored)

Church

15th November

2nd Sunday
before
Advent

9.30am Parish Communion

Church

22nd November

Feast of
Christ the King

9.30am Morning Praise

Church

29th November

Advent
Sunday

9.45am Joint Benefice Communion
with St Mary’s Cholsey

Zoom*

6th December

2nd Sunday of
Advent

9.30am Parish Communion

Church

* please email Andrew Petit at andrewpetit@virginmedia.com
for the Zoom meeting details.

Moulsford News: November 2020

Page 3

Monthly Coffee Shop

Gail Slinger

The next Village Coffee is on Wednesday 11th November from 11am to 12 noon via Zoom

I hope you all enjoyed the Halloween Coffee Shop in October, sorry I was not there (not quite under canvass either)
we did have a lovely time away cycling around the beautiful scenery south of Winchester.
It would be really nice if we could have a December coffee gathering in the pavilion to close the year with a little
cheer, but this will depend highly on the spread of Covid. It would be lovely to hear your thoughts on this, please
drop me an email - gailslinger2601@gmail.com.
I will send the zoom link nearer to the date, send me your email if you would like to join us.
Keep Safe everyone until we can all meet again in the Pavilion.

Moulsford Recreation Ground: the green heart of our village
Events of this year have proved how valuable our Recreation Ground is to village life. Its importance was
highlighted in the numerous responses to the Friends of the Elderly planning application and throughout the
ongoing months of lockdown, it has been somewhere to relax and take a breather, or play, exercise and even
somewhere to celebrate.
Coming out of the need to review the playground area, we are now exploring ideas for future enhancement of the
Recreation for both play and leisure and also for the benefit of the village environment. We’ve seen that the use
of the Rec is gradually changing and we know that the playground equipment is going to need replacing over the
next few years. So, with the assistance of a grant from District Councillor Anne-Marie Simpson, the PC is working
with the team from ASA Landscape Architects towards creating a future plan for the Recreation Ground. We are
aiming to find great creative solutions to make the very best use of this green space at the heart of our village. It’s
also important that we make the best use of our resources and we’ll be getting advice from the team on grant
applications as well.
We are in the very early stages of exploring ideas at the moment, as things develop, there will of course be
community discussions and eventually fund-raising. We will keep the village in touch with the project through
Moulsford News and also the usual PC meetings.
We are really excited about this project and its potential, and are now setting up a working group to take it
forwards. If you are potentially interested in joining the group, please get in touch with Parish Cllr. Jo Baker for a
chat to find out more about what’s happening and how you might be able to contribute.
Thank you in advance, and we look forwards to sharing more Rec news with you soon.
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Remember… fireworks safety on November 5th
As Bonfire Night approaches, Oxfordshire County Council is reminding residents that
the safest way to celebrate is to attend a professionally organised public event that is
confirmed as COVID-19 safety compliant, following local and national guidance.
However, as it will not be practical for everyone to attend organised public events, particularly this year, Oxfordshire County Council Fire and Rescue Service is providing
guidance for anyone having their own fireworks display:
Top safety tips for Bonfire Night:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Only buy CE marked fireworks from reputable and licensed shops.
Keep fireworks in a closed, metal box.
Light the firework at arm's length with a taper and stand well back.
Keep naked flames, including cigarettes, away from fireworks.
Don't put fireworks in pockets and never throw them.
Never return to a firework that has not gone off, and never throw used or unused fireworks onto a bonfire.
Never drink alcohol while lighting a bonfire or setting off fireworks.
Always supervise children and don’t give sparklers to a child under five.
Keep your bonfire at least 18 metres away from houses, trees and hedges. There should be a barrier around the
bonfire to keep spectators five metres away. Before lighting a bonfire, check it is stable and that there are no
children or animals inside.
Only burn dry wood, never use paraffin or petrol on a bonfire and think about the direction of smoke travel.
Keep some buckets of water nearby.
Have consideration for those around you, including notifying neighbours who may have pets or farm animals.
Consider where fireworks and debris might fall, ensuring safety distances are provided for people to keep safe.
Safety distances are provided on each firework label or package.

This safety advice is part of 365alive, Oxfordshire County Council Fire and Rescue Service’s vision to work every day
to save and improve the lives of people across the county. For more information, visit www.365alive.co.uk
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Planning Applications & Decisions
Moulsford News and Planning deadlines invariably mean that the planning information above is out of date by the
time of reading. For a current view of planning, please visit the online planning portal
here: http://www.moulsford-pc.org.uk/community/moulsford-15214/planning-tracker/
P20/S2560/HH Tibetan
Cottage, 3 Willow Court
Lane, Moulsford, OX10
9HZ

Modernisation & extension of existing bungalow (As
amended by new Proposed Site Plan, Tree Protection Plan
and Arboricultural Method Statement received 20 October
2020).

MPC Considering.

P20/S3469/DIS. Land to
the rear of 18-42 (even
numbers) Underhill.

Discharge of condition 4 Construction Traffic Management
on planning application P18/S2681/FUL and P15/S4368/FUL
(new sewage plant) to provide for a raised treatment plant
to allow the potential for a gravity outfall.

No public
consultation, for
information only.

P20/S3036/HH Cunnecot,
1 Glebe Close, Moulsford,
OX10 9JA

Single storey side extension.

MPC No Strong
Views.

P20/S3012/FUL Cranford
House School, Moulsford,
OX10 9HT

Variation of conditions 10&11 - pre-occupancy conditions on
application ref. P16/S4099/FUL.

MPC No Strong Views

P20/S2831/HH Beetle
Cottage, Ferry Lane,
Moulsford, OX10 9JF

Single storey side extension.

MPC No Strong
Views.

P20/S2071/FUL Cranford
House School, Moulsford,
OX10 9HT.

Lighting to the Astro Pitch (as amplified by revised Planning
MPC Object.
and Heritage statement and letter from Cranford House
SODC Refused.
School dated 14 August 2020 and revised site plan containing
tree information received 24 August 2020).

P20/S1220/FUL, FotE, The
Old Vicarage, Moulsford,
OX10 9JB.

Extra care development comprising 34 apartments.

SODC Considering.

SODC Approved.

SODC Considering.

SODC Approved.

MPC Object.
SODC Considering.

FREE TESCO BUS
SERVICE
Sadly, after much consideration, we feel that the quiz,
run necessarily by zoom this year, is not going to work
for the village this time.
We hope that we shall all be in a better place next year
when it will be possible to run the quiz, as all would like,
in the pavilion.
Last year we raised over £300 for Tearfund who this
year, as many other charities, are struggling to maintain
the level of support that they are committed to in
poverty stricken communities around the world.

The T3 service runs on Thursdays and departs
from the end of Underhill/main road bus stop at
9.20am. It then picks up at the Recreation
Ground bus stop at 9.22am and after routing
through the villages of East Hagbourne,
Blewbury, Cholsey and South Moreton arrives
at Tesco at 10.10am.
The return service departs Tesco at 12 noon
returning to Moulsford at approximately
12.45pm.

www.tearfund.org/en/give
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Moulsford Pavilion Hire Rates
The Pavilion is the ideal place to hire for your event and
can accommodate a range of different activities. Standard
hire rates as follows:
Hire Fees

Mon-Fri:
Hourly fee
up to 6pm

Mon-Fri:
Hourly fee
after 6pm

Weekend
Hourly fee:
Anytime

Village
residents

£13

£15

£15

Nonresidents/
Commercial

£16

£20

£20

Discounted rates are available for regular weekday
evening bookings (Monday-Thursday). Special rates
apply to weddings. The full list of rates can be obtained
from the Bookings Secretary or can be seen on the
Pavilion notice board.
To book call Karen Gilmore, Pavilion Bookings
Secretary
07707 068151 or email

Moulsford Parish
Council Meeting
Weds 11th November
7.30pm via Zoom video
call
Please contact
parishclerk@moulsfordpc.org.uk for joining
details should you wish
to attend.

Keep in touch!
If you’re planning local events, doing something for charity, or simply have something to say,
Moulsford News wants to hear from you.
You can reach the editor, Bernadette Sachse by email:
moulsfordnews@moulsford-pc.org.uk
For advertising contact Emma Reynolds at:
reynolds743@btinternet.com
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CHAUCERS
picture framing
High quality framing at realistic prices.
Huge selection of frames & mounts.
Conservation materials &
speciality glass.
Restoration & cleaning.
Free quotes & guidance, no obligation

01491 652984
Web: chaucersframing.co.uk
Email: sallie@chaucersframing.co.uk
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DIDCOT CALOR & PAVING
CENTRE
RICH’S SIDINGS, LOWER BROADWAY,
DIDCOT, OX11 8AG
TEL: 01235 814186
Email: sales@didcotcalor.co.uk
OPEN MON – FRI 8.30am – 5pm, SAT 9am-4pm
BRADSTONE, NATURAL PAVING &
STONEMARKET STOCKISTS SPECIALISING IN
NATURAL SANDSTONE & LIMESTONE, GRANITE &
PORCELAIN PAVING SLABS
SAND - BALLAST - SHINGLE (bulk load available)
COBBLES - DECORATIVE CHIPPINGS
PRE PACKED COAL & SMOKELESS FUEL - LOGS &
KINDLING - ROCK SALT - SALT FOR DISHWASHERS
& WATER SOFTENERS
DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL GASES HELIUM FOR PARTY BALLOONS
GRANGE FENCE PANELS
FREE DELIVERY SERVICE!
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JANE VALLINGS
DOG WALKER
Located in Aston Upthorpe and offering dog walking
services within a 4 mile radius. With a love of dogs,
years of experience, fully insured and qualified in
pet first aid.
Please get in touch: info@janevallings.com or
07885 529520.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tree Felling
Stump grinding
Pollarding
Deadwood & ivy removal
Crown reductions
Hedge Management & planting
Reshaping & thinning
Fruit tree pruning
Tree Planting & supply
Onsite tree milling
Tree surveying & reports
Bird,bat & owl boxes supplied & installed
Mulch supplied for trees & borders
Kiln dried logs supplied £75 per bulk builders bag

Contact : 07885552014
Office: 01491 652146

Email: PWGTreeSurgery@gmail.com
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Here to help you find and book the perfect holiday…

Arranging a holiday can be very frustrating and challenging. But with Full Circle Travel, it doesn't need to be.

•
•
•
•
•
•

We are a local, independent travel agent with mature, professional and well-travelled consultants.
You do not pay more for our service but get a lot more than booking direct.
You can book with your favourite tour operator but book locally.
We are ABTA and AITO members and ensure your money is safe in an uncertain world.
We listen, we care and are passionate about finding you the perfect holiday.
Search ‘Full Circle Travel’ at www.trustpilot.co.uk to read what our clients say about us.

A selection of operators you can book with us at no extra cost to booking directly: Club Med - Cox and Kings - Abercrombie and Kent Mark Warner - Audley Travel - Explore - The Adventure Travel Company Royal Caribbean - Carrier - Western & Oriental - If Only Beachcomber - Exodus - Kuoni - Viking River Cruises - Seabourn , Riveria Travel www.fullcircletravel.co.uk
Silversea - Regent Seven Seas - Classic Collection - Prestige Holidays—plus many more

Full Circle Travel, 59 St Marys Street, Wallingford, OX10 0EL

T: 01491 833227
E: holiday@fullcircletravel.com

C & G MOTORS
Unit 1 Westfield Farm, Westfield Road
CHOLSEY OX10 9LS
Tel: 01491 652971
Mobile: 07921 778943
ALL MAKES SERVICED & REPAIRED
Routine Servicing
Diagnostics
MOT pre-inspection & rectifications
MOTs—£40
Air Conditioning regasing
Tyres & Tracking
Exhausts
Welding
Breakdown Recovery
Free Local Collection & Delivery
VERY COMPETITIVE RATES
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TOM BOSHER
GARDEN SERVICES
Garden maintenance
Lawn Care
Grass and Hedge cutting
Pruning and Planting
Garden Clearance
07899912442
tomabosher@gmail.com

BABYSITTING
Reliable and enthusiastic teenagers available.
Tom, Ella and Jake Beardmore-Gray.
One of them is sure to be free!

Mobile: 07710 325604

Contact your council
Moulsford Parish Council
http://www.moulsford-pc.org.uk

Name
Andrew Bryan
(Chair)
Sarah Elvy
(Vice Chair)
Joanne Baker

Phone
Address
Beetle and Wedge House, Ferry 01491 651912
Lane
37 Underhill
01491 651668

2 Willow Cottages, Willow Court
Lane
Ben Partridge
22 Underhill
Bernadette Sachse 4 Valley Close, Goring on
Thames, RG8 0AN
Geoff Twibell
Greenhill Cottage
(Parish Clerk)

E-mail

abryan@moulsford-pc.org.uk
selvy@moulsford-pc.org.uk

01491 652793

jbaker@moulsford-pc.org.uk

07828 902947
07812 601975

bpartridge@moulsford-pc.org.uk
bsachse@moulsford-pc.org.uk

01491 282979

parishclerk@moulsford-pc.org.uk

South Oxfordshire District Councillors
Anne-Marie
Simpson
Jane Murphy

Mallards, Moulsford,
01491 651298
Wallingford, Oxfordshire. OX10
9HR
Corner Cottage, High Street,
07970 932054
South Moreton, Didcot. OX11
9AD

Anne-Marie.Simpson@southoxon.gov.uk

jane.murphy@southoxon.gov.uk

Oxfordshire County Councillor
Mark Gray

5 Little Lane, Cholsey, OX10 9LX 01491 651333
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